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Baekgrovnd- Shere was 4 reshuffle in Ho Chi Minh’s est net ouning thy 
of L9L7%. Among other changes, Phan Vaan Deng, formerly ‘Hmistar of 
became Vice linister of Pinance. The posh of Finance if niehe: ve 

Sor a. latex rorination. Phan Van Deng, who probably vested 2: 
educaidon in Yenan, is ons of the mest prominent Commr ets in 
eatourage. Vo Nguyen Gap, ore of the most consplcncus of the 
Communists, resigned as Minister of Netionel Defense bus vomeiced as Commander 
i Chief of the Armed Forces. Pham Ngec Thach, previously lints¢ Ui 


is regarded an a Victmamese notlonalist rather than as «1 Commrist 
3 Deputy Promier and roving cmbasseder was largely windew-drecs 
mainly oe “fisurahoad.® 


These changes im 19:7 rooreserted a general policy of honoring 


nationalists ond chseuring the Communists for the caxpese of me 
solidifving the support of the nomCommunist elements tn the ? 
addition this policy was aimed at avoiding any arousing of Ameriem 
toward the Ho regime and nessibly for the purpose of leaving che de 


& compromise with the Franch. 


Loity aml fanfere Vo Neuyen Giap was sensied Miuneten 
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2 198 and fa deang Bua wes relegat 
ouceRace on the part of she Ho Chi iiah x 


Veen Phan Ngec Thach become Demroy Premier in i947. maw os PLOY 
believed that he was Vice Frazier.” Ab that time there was no on 
ment of the nomuction of ea Vice Freuier. Ik wes considered 
such & pest tmmid be given to a mown Communist anch as To Ue 
Van Deng, 1 Tier Iden, or Le Van Hien. In 19h8. ab ahowh th 
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Pertfoiie ot es ehief of various govermmental missions (mission to Ft 
2m arez, in Torlsin where Ceatholicien is very strong and which has medica 
& 38 


nentiloued as Depaby Premier and was usually referred to as “inieter wh thoute 


fehera, 


3eimautonomais states: a goverment “fact finding" mission to Cochinehing " 


atc.}. Thach was aleo charcad with the official reception of wissione fron 
2 & 
Taos, Barma, ete. 


-: Uuring Juty and August 1949 Phan Van Dong’s name has been eppearing with in 
creasing frequency in cfficial publications with the title ‘Wieo Precior Lox 
comtinexina." Tris title apparently cane to hin gradually withont avy pahiic 
apnounsenens of his eppeintment or his confirmation by the Vietnamese parlice 
ment but rather as if it vere already an accepted fact thet he is View Premier 
and has been such for a dong time,*” 


xy 
aa 


S. The inconspicuous elevation of the Commmist Fhara Van Deng to a post which is 

pernens View Frenmier, more or less at the expense of the nationalist Mr: Mis 2 
in marked contrast to the publicity that attended the apparent promotion of 
matLonalist: at the expense of Communists in 1917 and tc the publicity accorded 
Giap's reswiption of the post of Liiuister af Defense in 1Sh3. As it received 
comparatively Litile publicity, Dong's appointment dees not seo te have as 
cemection with a possible intention on Ho Chi. ‘ink's part to drop his 
nationalist sciicles. It is nore likely that the veal purpose of the « 
wens Lies in the internal sitvation of the Viet inh in Cochinsidin:, Sorex 
gbessibliities suggest themselvas: 


&) Is is vumored that the popular figurehead Genera’y Nguyen Binh is con+ 
stanthly in dlspztes with the Vietnamese administrative cxlefs in Geahinieli.ne y 
Yeo Van Thiew and Phan Van Bach, Hewever, all three of these iudividnals 
are Vietumzose nationalists rather than Communists and 14 would ssen unlikely 
that a prowinent Commmist such as Phan Van Dong would have becn chosen to 
settle theis disputes. 


(bo) The actual chiefs of the Viet liivh in Cochinchina exe Comuniets Ung 

Vana Kivien and Nexen Van Tay. There have been reports cf a fairly constant 
coumics beswoen the figurehead nationalist lguyen Binh and the real CCMA St 
powers Khien ond Tay. Fart of Phan Van Dong's job may ba the settlement of 
this conflict. . 


{e) Khien and Tay are Communist veterans, educated in Moseow, whe ove porgsonal 
loyalty to Tran Van Gis rather than to Ho Chi Minh, Gisu hae © much dargsy 
personal following in Cochinchine than has Ho Cid, Minh. To settde this smovide:. 
ing quarrel within the Comamist Party itself rowld reguiss the intervents 

of a man of the highest qualities: A highly Tepited Commrndst with en i 
caole political background; an individual heving a high offieict posi tio: 
the goverunentk and in the partys a highly accomplishes and tacitnt ako 


Phom Vari Dong is alll of these things, The advance of ths Calnese Consuriss 
araies toward the borders of Viet Nem has probably strengthened the voreral 


position of Ie Chi Wink in relation to Tran Van Gian. Gleu and his EERGLD 
Were mainly educated by Commniste in France and/or Russia. Ho's Liente nos 
WexS More usualy educated in Chins and/or Russia, The zotitude of the Sc 
towam the hidden conflict betivean Ho and Giau is not clear, 
vimately be the Kramlin itself thas will decides or resolwa the Alanis 
between Ilo aml Giew. It msy be that in order to prevent the necessity of 
iatervention aml in view of the appreach of the Chinese Jommmnicts a Ho Chi 
‘inh nor feels the tine is tips to seek a settlement with Glau ond his foleners. 
Gia may currently be negotiating with Ho's representatives in Ayaan. (in 
early August, the Viet Nem News Service announced that Tran Van Glaa le in 
tas Fourth Iilitary Zona > Annan, ) 


{ The elevation of Phan Van Deng may also be intemied as a counberelchs to the 
pover ci Vo Nguyen Glap. Both Giap and Phan Van Dong ars importans Cosa sbes 
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characters are different. Giap is an optimist and an extremist with a rather 
viclent attitude toward the French, toward the Vietnamese nationalists >» and 
toward his fellow Commnists. Dong is neither an optimist nor a pessimist. 
le is a realist. Ie is an extremely hard worker and a skillful diplomat. 
Personally liked and respected by many non-Communists » Dong is probably lio 
Chi ‘iinh's closest personal friend. Vo Nguyen Giap is the only Commnist 
who has had anywhere near the amount of personal publicity given to Ho Chi 
‘inh. If Giap's popularity becomes too great, it may be difficult for Ho to 
control hime In such an instance, Dong would be an axcellent counterweight. 
On the other hand, Giap has many enemies and if the approach of the Chinese 
Commnist armies (with which Giap is rather closely identified) brings 
unexpected results of unpopularity in Viet Nam, Dong (whose connection with 
the Chinese Coumunists was less close and mich less publicized) would be an 
excellent renedy. Uhatever the immediate reasons for the elevation of Dong, 
and they are probably mmerous, he will, in the future, play an increasingly 
iuportant role in the Indochinese Commnist Party, in the Viet iiinh, ami in 
general Vietnamese political affairs. 
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Ley oman The title Deputy Premier, formerly held by Thach, is 

Dai=-bieu ~tuong; the title Chief of [iission often applied to Thach is 
Dal~bieu chinh-pim3 the title Vice Premier is Pho-tim—thmong. 

25X1A Lara el somment The Viet Nam News Service armounced in mid-August the 
oificial appointment of Pham Van Dong to the post of Vice Premier. This 


announcement; stated that Dong had been appointed by President Ho Cli Ifinh 
at a meeting of government leaders in July. 
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